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MAYOR'S STATEMENT 

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 ET SEQ., NOTICE OF THE TIME AND PLACE 
OF THIS MEETING WAS GIVEN BY WAY OF AN ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE TO THE 
STAR LEDGER, COURIER NEWS AND HOME NEWS, AND POSTED AT BOROUGH HALL. 

 

SALUTE TO FLAG 
 

ROLL CALL 

Mayor Jack Mikolajczyk 
Council President Michael Conahan 
Councilman Jeremiah Carnes 
Councilman Robert Dessino 
Councilman Kevin Dotey 
Councilman Martin Quinn 
Councilman Douglas Rex 
 
 
Also Present: 
Michael La Place Administrator 
Christopher Corsini Borough Attorney 
 
Others Absent: 
 
 
 

 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read Ordinance 2107-24 by title: 
 

ORDINANCE 2107-24  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 420 (ZONING) SO AS TO UPDATE THE I-
INDUSTRIAL ZONE BASED ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOROUGH 

ADMINISTRATION  

http://www.middlesexboro-nj.gov/
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WHEREAS, the Borough's Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 420, reflects the Borough's desired 
control of parcels within the municipality; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough's most recent Master Plan Re-Examination demonstrated certain 
changes recommended to the Borough's Zoning Ordinance; and  
 

WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that the following changes be implemented 
to expand the Industrial zone in the southernmost portions of the Borough; and  
 

WHEREAS, the following changes have been cleared by the administration and the 
Borough attorneys; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the governing body of the Borough of 
Middlesex, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 420 entitled "Zoning" is 
hereby amended as follows: 
 

SECTION I. 
 

Section 420-4 entitled "Zoning Map" and, therefore, the map on file in the Borough offices 
and incorporated in the Chapter 420 is hereby amended by this ordinance as follows: 
 

1) Block 265, Lot 25 is hereby amended to reflect its correct designation as within the I - 

Industrial District. 

 

SECTION II. 
  
If any part of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect 
the validity of the remaining portions of the ordinance. 
 

SECTION III. 
  

Should any section, paragraph, sentence, or clause of this ordinance be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid for any reasons, the remaining portions of this ordinance shall not 
be affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect and, to this end, the provisions 
of this ordinance are hereby declared severable.  
 

SECTION IV. 
 

The Clerk shall cause a copy of this ordinance as adopted to be filed with the County 
Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-16 and a summary published as required by 
N.J.S.A. 40:49-2.1. 
 

SECTION V. 
 

Prior to adoption, the Clerk shall forward a copy of this ordinance for a consistency review 
by the Borough Land Use Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26. 
 

SECTION VI. 
 

Prior to adoption, the Clerk shall cause notice to be published and mailed as required by 
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N.J.S.A. 40:55D-62.1. 
 

SECTION VII. 
 

All Borough of Middlesex ordinances or parts of ordinance inconsistent with enactment are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
 

SECTION VIII. 
  

This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication in the manner required by 
New Jersey general law. 
 

RESULT: FIRST READING [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/13/2024 7:00 PM 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read Ordinance 2108-24 by title: 
 

ORDINANCE 2108-24  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODE BOOK SECTION 248-10 (FILING FEES) WITHIN 
CHAPTER 248 (LAND DEVELOPMENT) SO AS TO PROVIDE A REASONABLE 

INCREASE IN ESCROW FEES FOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS  
 

WHEREAS, Section 10 (Filing Fees) within Chapter 248 (Land Development) of the 
Borough of Middlesex's Code provides for the filing and escrow fees required for 
development applications submitted to the Borough's Land Use Board; and  
 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Middlesex has received a request from 
the professionals of the Land Use Board to modestly increase the escrow fees required for 
development applications to avoid deficiencies during the processing of said development 
applications; and  
 

WHEREAS, the following changes to the Chapter have been cleared by the administration 
and the Borough attorneys and appear reasonable, consistent, and appropriate when 
compared to surrounding municipalities; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the governing body of the Borough of 
Middlesex, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that Section 248-10 of the Borough's 
Code entitled "Filing Fees" is hereby amended as follows: 
 

SECTION I. 
 

Section 248-10 is hereby amended as follows (struck through portions to be removed, 
bolded and underlined portions to be added): 
 

An application to the Land Use Board for any application for development as defined herein 
shall be accompanied by a filing fee which shall be used to defray the administrative cost of 
processing the application as follows: 
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TYPE OF 

APPLICATION 

APPLICATION FEE ESCROW AMOUNT 

Minor Subdivision - Lot 

Line Adjustment 

$250 $2,0003,000 

Minor Subdivision $350 $3,0004,000 

Preliminary Major 

Subdivision 

$350 + $50 per lot + $100 

per lot 

$4,000 + $100 per lot 

Final Major Subdivision $400 50% of preliminary 

subdivision 

Variance with 

Subdivision 

$400 $4,5005,000 plus $500 

per variance 

Minor Site Plan $500 $6,0007,500 

Major Site Plan $500 + $100 per lot $10,00012,000 + $200 

per lot 

Variance with Site Plan $500 + $100 per lot + 

$100 per variance 

$10,00012,000 + $200 

per lot + $500 per 

variance 

Redevelopment 

Application 

$1,000 + $100 per lot + 

$100 per deviation 

$10,00015,000 + $200 

per lot + $500 per 

deviation 

Use Variance with 

waiver of site plan 

$400 $4,000 

Concept Review $100 $1,000 

Interpretation Application 

(40:55D-68 & 40:55D-

70a, b) 

$400 $1,5002,000 

Certificate of Non-

Conformity 

$150 $1,000 

Residential Variance 

Application 

$400 $1,000 

Special Meetings/Appeals $1,000 $5,000 

Variance Application - 

Residential Accessory 

Building 

$250 $5001,000 

Site Plan Review & 

Requirements for New 

Jersey DEP Permits or 

County Environmental 

Protection Permits 

$500 $6,000 + $100 per lot 

 

SECTION II. 
  
If any part of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect 
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the validity of the remaining portions of the ordinance. 
 

SECTION III. 
  

Should any section, paragraph, sentence, or clause of this ordinance be declared 
unconstitutional or invalid for any reasons, the remaining portions of this ordinance shall not 
be affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect and, to this end, the provisions 
of this ordinance are hereby declared severable.  
 

SECTION IV. 
 

All Borough of Middlesex ordinances or parts of ordinance inconsistent with enactment are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
 

SECTION V. 
 

The Clerk shall cause a copy of this ordinance as adopted to be filed with the County 
Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-16. 
 

SECTION VI. 
 

Prior to adoption, the Clerk shall forward a copy of this ordinance for a consistency review 
by the Borough Land Use Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26. 
 

SECTION VII. 
  

This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication in the manner required by 
New Jersey general law. 
 

RESULT: FIRST READING [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/13/2024 7:00 PM 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read Ordinance 2109-24 by title: 
 

ORDINANCE 2109-24  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 40 ENTITLED “FIRE 
DEPARTMENT” TO ADD SECTION 40-5 TO BE ENTITLED “EMPLOYEES WHO ARE 

MEMBERS OF A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY OR RESCUE SQUAD”  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Middlesex’s personnel policy currently permits employees who 
are members of a volunteer emergency service to be excused from their ordinary work 
duties while responding to emergency calls within the Borough; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Middlesex desires to codify this personnel policy into the 
municipal code of the Borough of Middlesex. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that Chapter 40 of the Borough 
Code, entitled “Fire Department” is hereby supplemented and amended as follows:  
 
SECTION I. There is hereby added a new section 40-5 entitled “Employees who are 
members of a volunteer fire company or rescue squad” which shall read as follows: 
 
Employees are encouraged to become members of volunteer fire companies or 
rescue squads. Employees who are members of a volunteer fire company, the rescue 
squad or OEM which serve the Borough of Middlesex should notify their Department 
Head of their intent to serve in that capacity.  
 
Employees who are members of a volunteer fire company or the rescue squad which 
serves the Borough of Middlesex shall be excused from attendance during their 
regular working hours for fire or rescue squad emergencies, except during Borough 
emergencies, and only for the duration of the fire or rescue squad emergency. 
Employees who receive a call during working hours or which will necessitate their 
absence during working hours shall notify their immediate supervisor or department 
head of the call unless notification would impair the employee's ability to timely 
respond to the emergency.  
 
Employees who respond to emergency calls should, upon return to work, notify their 
department head of the nature of the emergency and the length of their absence.  
 
If any member of the department or office is a member of the above organizations, the 
department head or Administrator may limit the response to ensure that Borough 
functions are not being unusually interrupted, unless the magnitude of the 
emergency requires all members of the above organizations. Employees working on 
an overtime basis for the Borough will not be excused for firefighting or rescue squad 
duties should make necessary arrangements with the tire company or rescue squad 
in advance so that other fire company or rescue squad members will be available. An 
employee shall not respond to a call if leaving eh job site might cause a fellow 
employee to be endangered. 
 
 
 
SECTION II. Severability: 
 
Each section, subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase of this Ordinance is declared to be 
an independent section, subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase, and finding or holding of 
any such portion of this Ordinance to be unconstitutional, void, or ineffective for any cause 
or reason shall not affect any other portion of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION III. Effective Date: 
 
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption and any 
publication as may be required by law.  
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RESULT: FIRST READING [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/13/2024 7:00 PM 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read Ordinance 2110-24 by title: 
 

ORDINANCE 2110-24  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6 (BYLAWS OF COUNCIL) OF THE 
MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF MIDDLESEX  

 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 2160-23 of the Borough of Middlesex, Chapter 6 of the 
municipal code was amended to reinstitute council liaison committees; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council now seeks to amend Chapter 6 to reallocate and 
reapportion certain council committee liaison appointments within the ordinance; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 6 of the Municipal 
Code of the Borough of Middlesex shall be amended as follows: 
 

SECTION I. 
 

Section 6-24 of Article V of Chapter 6 (entitled “Enumeration and Appointment”) is hereby 
repealed and replaced as follows (all text is novel excepting section header and introductory 
text): 
 

The following Council committees, consisting of three Council members (other than the 
Mayor, ex officio) shall be appointed at the discretion of the Mayor: 
 

A. Administration, Legislation, and Department of Senior Services 

B. Fire, Office of Emergency Management, Police, Court, and Rescue Squad 

C. Finance, Taxation, Real Estate, Insurance, Public Utilities, and Library 

D. Board of Health, Zoning, Legal, Code Enforcement, Shade Tree, and Construction 

E. Public Works, Recycling, Building and Grounds, and Environmental Commission 

F. Recreation, Recreation Fields, Swim Pool Commission, and Community 
Celebrations 

 

SECTION II. 
 

Section 6-29 of Article V of Chapter 6 is hereby repealed and replaced as follows (all text is 
novel): 
 

Section 6-29 Administration, Legislation, and Department of Senior Services 
 

This committee shall have primary responsibility for the following described activities and 
matters: 
 

A. The administration, practices, procedures and records of the following: 
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(1) The Borough Clerk's office. 
(2) Maintenance and review of Borough ordinances. 
(3) Computer technology, web services, phone systems and radio services. It shall 

serve as the liaison between the Council and the Borough Technology 
Committee. 

(4) Administrative responsibility as designated by the Mayor. 
 

 

SECTION III. 
 

Section 6-30 of Article V of Chapter 6 is hereby repealed and replaced as follows (all text is 
novel): 
 

Section 6-30 Fire, Office of Emergency Management, Police, Court, and Rescue 
Squad 
 

This committee shall have primary responsibility for the following described activities and 
matters: 
 

A. The administration, practices, procedures and records of the following: 
 

(1) Fire activities. 
(2) Activities conducted by Animal Control Services. 
 

B. The administration, practices, procedures and records of the following: 
 

(1) Police activities. 
(2) Municipal Magistrate, Prosecutor, Public Defender and Court Services. 
(3) Organizations or agencies concerned with public safety or juvenile delinquency. 

 

C. It shall serve as the liaison between the Council and the Office of Emergency 
Management and the Rescue Squad. 

 

SECTION IV. 
 

Section 6-31 of Article V of Chapter 6 is hereby repealed and replaced as follows (all text is 
novel): 
 

Section 6-31 Finance, Taxation, Real Estate, Insurance, Public Utilities, and Library 
 

This committee shall have primary responsibility for the following described activities and 
matters: 
 

A. The examination, review and approval of all vouchers prior to their submission to the 
Council for authorizing to pay the same. 
 

B. The administration, practices, procedures and records of the following: 
 

(1) The Collector/Treasurer and his/her office. 
(2) The Tax Assessor and his/her office. 
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(3) Public utilities (gas, electric and water). 
 

C. The initiation of foreclosure action, and subsequent administration and disposition of 
property acquired by the Borough under foreclosure of tax title liens. 
 

D. The coordination of departmental budgets; the preparation of budgetary figures 
relating to the activities above mentioned; the final preparation. 

 

E. The maintenance, review and revision of the Borough cost system. 
 

F. The review, revision and all other matters pertaining to any insurance coverage of 
the Borough. 

 

G. Serve as liaison between the Council and the registered municipal accountants, and 
any other body or organization on fiscal matters. 
 

H. Serve as liaison between the Council and the Library. 
 

 

SECTION V. 
 

Section 6-32 of Article V of Chapter 6 is hereby repealed and replaced as follows (all text is 
novel): 
 

Section 6-32 Board of Health, Zoning, Legal, Code Enforcement, Shade Tree, and 
Construction 
 

This committee shall have primary responsibility for the following described activities and 
matters: 
 

A. It shall serve as the liaison between the Council and the Board of Health and the 
Shade Tree Commission. 

 

B. The administration, practices, procedures and records of the following: 
 

(1) Code Enforcement activities. 
(2) Construction Office/Zoning Official activities. 
(3) Borough Attorney. 

 

SECTION VI. 
 

Section 6-33 of Article V of Chapter 6 is hereby repealed and replaced as follows (all text is 
novel): 
 

Section 6-33 Public Works, Recycling, Building and Grounds, and Environmental 
Commission 
 

This committee shall have primary responsibility for the following described activities and 
matters: 
 

A. The administration, practices, procedures and records of the following: 



Minutes Mayor and Council January 23, 2024 

Borough of Middlesex Page 10 Updated 2/14/2024 12:11 PM  

 

(1) Road construction, improvement, maintenance and cleaning, including street 
openings. 

(2) Maintenance and operations of the municipal garage and adjacent grounds. 
(3) Maintenance of vehicles and other mechanical equipment as assigned. 
(4) Sanitation activities, including construction, maintenance and inspection of 

sanitary sewers and coordination of new sewer construction. 
(5) Garbage and refuse collection and disposal. 
(6) The Borough Engineer. 
(7) Stormwater collection and disposal. 
(8) Parks maintenance. 
(9) Cutting of grass and weeds on municipal property. 
(10) Recycling collection and disposal. 

 

B. It shall serve as the liaison between the Council and the Environmental Commission. 
 

SECTION VII 
 

Section 6-34 of Article V of Chapter 6 is hereby repealed and replaced as follows (all text is 
novel): 
 

Section 6-34 Recreation, Recreation Fields, Swim Pool Commission, and Community 
Celebrations 
 

This committee shall have primary responsibility for the following described activities and 
matters: 
 

A. The administration, practices, procedures and records of the following: 
 

(1) Recreation field construction, maintenance and improvements. 
(2) Recreation activities conducted by the Recreation Committee. 
(3) Activities conducted by the Swim Pool Commission. 
(4) Community celebrations financed wholly or in part by public funds. 

 

B. It shall serve as liaison between the Council and the following: 
 

(1) The Recreation Committee. 
(2) Community celebrations financed wholly or in part by public funds. 

 

SECTION VIII. 
 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed to 
the extent of such inconsistency. 
 

SECTION IX. 
 

If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be 
adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to this section, paragraph, subdivision, 
clause or provision and the remainder of this ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 
 

SECTION X. 
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This ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication in the manner required by 
New Jersey general law. 
 

RESULT: FIRST READING [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/13/2024 7:00 PM 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION 
 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

1. Approval of the December 19, 2023 Regular & Executive Meeting Minutes 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

2. Approval of the January 2, 2024 Reorganization Meeting Minutes 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 

MAYOR'S REPORT 

Mayor Mikolajczyk made the following comments: 

 
The question remains unanswered about the Culture and Heritage Committee member exodus.  In public we 

have not responded due to absences from the liaison, who was absent for a period and would be in the best 

position to answer this matter as it is customary for the liaison to have knowledge of the committee activities.  

We have delayed a response for months now.  

 
It is our responsibility to address the issues that have been raised.  At this point with the necessity to have a 

response, I took it upon myself to try and get answers. 

 
As a process, I sent a request for information to Councilman Carnes who is the liaison for the committee.  I 

requested his opinion of why the last five volunteers left.  I also asked, as he did go public with a statement 

about the whole story and its deepness, for Councilman Carnes to tell us what the whole story and deepness 

is. 

 
He asked for an opportunity to talk with our attorney before he responded in detail which was granted. 

 
At this juncture I know a meeting with the lawyer occurred, but as of this writing, no response has been 

received. 
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I conducted a series of exit interviews with Bob Edwards, Emily DeScenza, Shirley Penrose, Judy Levenson, 

Dan Iskra, Michael Hompesch and Chrissy George. 

 
My notes and correspondence are in a separate file.   
To summarize: 

 
Two respondents simply said availability of time was the reason for departure. 

 
Five respondents pointed to leadership and the liaison not providing direction or not listening to the desires of 

the committee.  This created frustration as this impasse prevented real progress from being made.   

 
There was a struggle between the group which was more interested in pursuing the heritage aspect rather 

than the culture portion of the committee which seemed to be the liaison’s interest. 

 
There seemed to be confusion with the liaison’s role to the committee.   

 
There was clearly a clash of personalities between the committee and the liaison. 

 
You can read through my notes and members’ submissions for your own conclusion. 

 
My conclusion and recommendation: 

 
The Cultural and Heritage Committee as it is right now will continue to languish with no real results if 

continued as it is.  The damaged relationship with the volunteers and liaison is unsalvageable.  We need to 

move on.   

 
I propose the following: 

 
I believe we are looking at 2 distinct areas, Heritage which is in essence the history of Middlesex, and Culture 

which in this instance is really intended to be more of a culture and fine arts look at Middlesex’s offerings.   

 
Heritage should be handled by the Library.  They have this project underway and have already committed 

resources to seeing this through.  It makes no sense to have two separate groups working on the same thing.  

Additionally, the Library should be our Borough’s archive.  Currently we have a Mayor’s representative on the 

Library Board.  With our newly formed councilmatics, we will have a council liaison to collaborate with the 

mayor’s representative to keep us up on this most important project.  The current Cultural and Heritage 

members will be contacted by the Library once they are in a position to need additional help.  The Library is 

currently going through a lot of media and information to get a start on this project but this will be entering the 

next phase within 6 months.  The Business Administrator, Council President and I, have met recently with 

members of the Library and Library Board to discuss the feasibility of this option. 

 
As for culture / fine arts, for now, this should be handled by our Rec Department which is intended to handle 

items of this nature and not only sports.  This area can start to develop here with the plan to eventually be 

standalone as we continue to move towards development of a true community center.  They already have a 

committee and a liaison which will be tasked to push forward these items.   

 
I feel this is the most efficient and effective path to move forward. 

 
The business administrator and our lawyer have counseled the Councilman to hopefully garner a better 

understanding of our roles and produce a more successful result as we move forward.   
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As we are all partners in the leadership of Middlesex, I am hopeful for your consensus as we move forward. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jack Mikolajczyk  

 
Mayor Mikolajczyk additionally spoke about the Borough being approached by News 12 New Jersey to do a 
Main Street New Jersey featurette, which would be conducted on the last Friday in March. He gave a brief 
description of the project expectations and asked Councilman Carnes, with the help of the Administrator, to 
work with the Film Committee to bring a report back at the next Council Meeting for a proposed plan for the 
featurette. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS 
 

Council President Conahan 

Council President Conahan made the following comments: 

 

 I want to welcome home Councilman Rex, after 2 long months in the Hospital and then rehab. 

 

 Congratulations to Kelsey Meixner, our new Deputy Clerk. 

 

 I want to take a moment and thank Councilman Bobby Dessino. He just entered his 2nd year on Council, 

and I’ve seen no one in this position, do a better job than he has after one year. He shows up when he’s 

supposed to, he follows up with everyone until the task is compete, he puts the Borough’s needs first and 

does not care about personal recognition and most importantly, he puts in the work each and every day! 

Thank you Bobby for all that you have done so far! 

 

 The budget time is here already and our CFO, Caroline Benson, has been in contact with all of our 

department heads to get the budget process started. 

 

 I want to thank our entire DPW Dept, led by Lenny Vidal, for an excellent job done during last week’s 

snow storm. That was also a garbage pick-up day and DPW did not skip a beat. All garbage was picked 

up starting that morning while all of our roadways were successfully plowed throughout the day. 

 

 Congratulations to all of our new Fire Dept. membership, led by our new Fire Chief, Ken Bartok, that were 

sworn in back on January 1st. Thank you to all those who participated and all those who attended. 

 

 Lastly, I’d like to read this into the record and for those who will watch this online, a letter of support from 

Senator Bramnick, for the NJDCA Resilient Communities Grant that we successfully applied for late last 

month; 

 
“I trust this letter finds you well. I am writing to urgently bring to your attention a critical situation faced by 

homeowners in Middlesex County, particularly those residing along Heather Lane. The residents in this 

community are currently dealing with severe erosion issues that pose an imminent threat to their 

properties. 

 
The erosion, exacerbated by recent weather events, has resulted in substantial damage to private 

properties, with residents facing the alarming possibility of homes collapsing into the nearby creek. 

Despite their attempts to seek assistance from various government agencies, including FEMA and the 

Army Corps of Engineers, these homeowners find themselves in a challenging situation with limited 

avenues for support. I have met and spoken with the residents on multiple occasions, seeing firsthand the 
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environmental impact on their homes and families.  

 
Recognizing the severity and urgency of this matter, I urge the NJDCA to expedite the review and 

approval process for the Heather Lane Bann Stabilization Project. The affected residents are in desperate 

need of support, and a swift response from the Resilient Communities Grant Program is crucial to prevent 

further loss and devastation. 

 
I appreciate your immediate attention to this matter and trust that your intervention will bring much 

needed relief to the residents facing the imminent threat of property collapse. 

 
Sincerely, 
Jon Bramnick 
State Senator” 

 

Councilman Carnes 

Councilman Carnes made the following comments: 

 
Councilman Carnes commented on the Mayors Report. 

 
Councilman Cranes expressed his thoughts on the current status of the Cultural Arts and Heritage 

Committee. 
 

Councilman Dessino 

Councilman Dessino made the following comments: 

 

 Firewood is now available while supplies last at Recycle Center, 10 pieces per resident. 

 

 Roads were brined, salted and plowed during the last two storms. 

 

 12 roads were barricaded and closed during our last two rain events. 

 

 CCTV has been done on Voorhees and Drake section. 

 

 Potholes done at South/Sherman/Warrenville Road/Mountain/Shepherd. 

 

 50 percent of cement blocks delivered for Heather Lane, not looking like we can get access anytime 

soon. 

 

 Bulk Pick-up begins in February. 
 

Councilman Dotey 

Councilman Dotey made the following comments: 

 
The Fire Department received 49 Calls for Service in December and 28 so far in January. Two of our 

houses are looking into safety lights due to dangerous traffic. 

 
Highlights of the Police Report were given. 

 

Chief Geist is currently at the Chiefs Association meeting. 
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Sharon Smigel will be retiring at the end of the month. 

 
The Police Department are looking into the installation of two ALPR cameras which would be installed by 

the County and they would like to install 6 additional cameras at a later date, at a cost of $958 per camera 

per year. 
 

Councilman Quinn 

Councilman Quinn made the following comments: 

 
The Shade Tree Commission President is Jason Bond, and the Vice President is Sean Johnson. The 

Board of Health President is Ken Griggs, and the Vice President is Steve Ember. 
 

Councilman Rex 

No report was given. 
 

ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT 

1. We have had a smooth start to the New Year so far, even with snow, ice and rainstorms.  A big thank you to 

our Department of Public Works for keeping the roads clear and safe.   

 

2. There will be a special Council Meeting, which will be a workshop focusing on ethics and goal setting for the 

New Year.  I have lined up a speaker for the Ethics portion of the session, but he isn’t available this month, so 

we are hoping to have the special meeting in February. 

 

3. Council resolutions on the agenda this evening include ones to approve the purchase of an Aquatic Plant 

Harvester, approval of a seven (7) year lease agreement for a Sewer Jet Vac and for the approval of the 

Middlesex Borough Emergency Action & Fire Prevention Plan.  There is also a resolution to approve revisions 

and updates to the Borough’s Personnel Manual as recommended by the Central Jersey Joint Insurance 

Fund. These changes involve the following subject areas:  Anti-Discrimination Policy, Access to Personal 

Files, Absenteeism and Tardiness, Use of Borough Vehicles, Sick Leave, Family and Medical Leave and the 

Overtime Compensation Policy. 

 

4. We will begin work soon on the master plan for Victor Crowell Park.  This plan will address engineering and 

environmental issues and the sensitive incorporation of the parcel of land at 302 Union Avenue into the 

historic park.  Staff will be preparing a Request For Proposals (RFP) in order to select an appropriate firm to 

work on the plan. 

 

5. Also in the New Year, Borough departments will be working with the Middlesex Public Library to accelerate 

the development of a Local History Room and Archives at the Library.  Another initiative this year will be to 

develop a landscape plan for Lincoln Park.  We hope to fund the Lincoln Park plan with a grant. 

 

6. Regarding the Bound Brook Road/Route 28 Streetscape Beautification project, the proposed street lighting is 

being reviewed by the New Jersey Department of Transportation (DOT) since Route 28 is a state highway. 

Our Municipal Engineer is working with DOT to resolve any issues. 

 

7. There are two topics for discussion during the Agenda Workshop session this evening.  The first is Heather 

Lane and the residential properties that have experienced dramatic erosion. The Borough is finalizing the 

details of a short-term approach to stabilizing the bank of the brook while also working on a  

permanent solution to the problem.  Public Works has informed me that when all the materials are received 

and when the weather permits, work will commence on the brook bank retaining wall.  The second topic for 

discussion is the renaming of two project sites in the Borough, the property at 302 Union Avenue currently 

known as Foreign Express and the Middlesex Sampling Plan site on Mountain Avenue at South Avenue. 
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8. Executive Session this evening - discussion of Real Estate at 1190 Mountain Avenue. 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mayor Mikolajczyk opened the Privilege of the Floor for anyone wishing to comment. 
 
Stephen Eleseren expressed his concerns about the court system and the police department procedures. 

 
Mike Hompesch, Middlesex NJ questioned the resolution releasing the performance bond on the agenda, 

showing concerns for future accountability if released. 

 
Dave Polakiewicz, 240 Hazelwood Avenue, suggested the Borough talk to Watchung about the benefits the 

police cameras have been. He also asked for an update on the status of 1190 Mountain Avenue, inquiring 

about the overall attorney fees expended on this matter. 

 
Bob Edwards, 243 Hazelwood, questioned the issuance of Borough phones and the replacement of lost ones. 

He also spoke about his experience as a member of the Cultural Arts and Heritage Committee, stating his 

unhappiness with the outcome of his experience as a member of the committee. Mr. Edwards expressed his 

desire for the Committee to be successful, but stated a need for change. 

 
Bruce Sanders, 10 Venice Avenue, asked if the Borough could create a precautionary plan to deny the 

federal government access to Borough property. 

 
Emily DeScenza, 321 Salvatore Avenue, commented on her experience as a member of the Cultural Arts and 

Heritage Committee and showed her support for separating the committee and getting the Library and 

Recreation involved. 

 
Seeing that there were no further public comments, Mayor Mikolajczyk closed the public portion of the 

meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS/CONSENT AGENDA/RESOLUTIONS 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 41-2024  

 
ACCEPTANCE OF STANDING REPORTS  

 

The Governing Body hereby accepts the following Reports itemized below: 
 

1. Acceptance of the 2023 Joint Land Use Board Annual Report. 
2. Approval of the Community Pool 2023 End of Season Report. 
3.  Acceptance of the December 2023 Tax Totals. 
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4.  Acceptance of the December 2023 Police Report. 
5.  Acceptance of William J. Smith of the Middlesex Fire Department as a Life 

Member. 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 42-2024  

 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND POLICE CHIEF TO EXECUTE THE SPECIALIZED 

INVESTIGATIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT EQUIPMENT MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE 

AND THE MIDDLESEX POLICE DEPARTMENT  
 

The Governing Body hereby authorizes the Mayor and Police Chief to execute the 
Memorandum of Understanding by and between the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Office 
and the Middlesex Police Department for the use of Specialized Investigative Law 
Enforcement Equipment owned and maintained by the County of Middlesex and the 
Middlesex County Prosecutors Office for the period of January 1, 2024 to December 31, 
2024. 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 43-2024  

 
AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF $750.00 IN FAVOR OF WOOD FERN ADOBE, INC. 252 

WOODFERN RD, NESHANIC STATION, NJ 08853 FOR SEWER TIE  
 

WHEREAS, on 6/24/2022, Wood Fern Adobe, Inc applied to the Construction Office for the 
payment of a sewer tie in for 59 Warrenville Rd; and  
 
WHEREAS, Wood Fern Adobe, Inc submitted $750.00 payment of said of sewer tie; and  
 
WHEREAS, due to the house that was previously demolished, the builder was able to use 
the previous sewer tie in for 59 Warrenville Rd. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex that the disbursing officers be and they are hereby authorized to draw a check in 
the amount of $750.00 in favor of Wood Fern Adobe, Inc. 252 Woodfern Rd, Neshanic 
Station, NJ 08853. 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 44-2024  
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AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF THE PERFORMANCE BOND FOR THE RT 28 
STREETSCAPE PROJECT TO BLACK ROCK ENTERPRISES, LLC, INC. AND 
ACCEPTING THE MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE  - Item Removed from Consent 

 

WHEREAS, final payment to Black Rock Enterprises, LLC, Inc. has been submitted for the 
Rt 28 Streetscape Project; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53 of the Municipal Land Use Law, the Borough 
Engineer, has recommended the release of Performance Bond No. 0-22071, issued by 
Great American Insurance Company in the amount of $1,298,189.00, which was submitted 
by Black Rock Enterprises, LLC, Inc. and is being held by the Borough for the Rt 28 
Streetscape Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design Engineers and the Borough Attorney have 
reviewed all documents and are recommending the release of said Performance Bond and 
accept the Maintenance Guarantee No. CA-4376095M. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey in accordance with N.J.A.C. 40:55D-
53c. (1) of the Municipal Land Use Law, and by recommendation of Colliers Engineering & 
Design Engineers and the Borough Attorney, the governing body hereby agrees to release 
the performance bond for the Rt 28 Streetscape Project to Black Rock Enterprises, LLC, Inc. 
and accept the Maintenance Guarantee. 
 

RESULT: TABLED BY CONSENT VOTE [UNANIMOUS] Next: 2/13/2024 7:00 PM 

MOVER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

SECONDER: Martin Quinn, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 45-2024  

 
AMENDING RESOLUTION #359-2023 TO REFLECT CORRECT AMOUNTS TO BE 

CANCELLED FOR BLOCK 77, LOT 3  
 

WHEREAS, Resolution #359-2023 authorized 1st & 2nd Qtr 2024 taxes to be cancelled off for 

Block 77, Lot 3; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the amounts were incorrect, and, 

WHEREAS, the correct amounts are, $1,744.51 for 1st & $1,744.51 for 2nd Qtr, and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel the balance of 1st & 

2nd Qtr. Qtr. 2024 taxes in the following amounts, 

 

1st Qtr. 2024    $1,744.51 

2nd Qtr. 2024   $1,744.51 
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Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 46-2024  

 
APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF AN AQUATIC PLANT HARVESTER FROM WEEDOO 

WORK BOATS  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Middlesex Department of Public Works has determined that 
there is a need for the acquisition of the following goods and services: Aquatic Plant 
Harvester; and 

 

WHEREAS, a notice of advertisement for sealed bids and invitation to bid for the Aquatic 
Plant Harvester were prepared and advertised in accordance with the Local Public 
Contracts Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, One (1) bid was received and read out loud in public on December 19, 2023, 
for the Aquatic Plant Harvester; and 
 

WHEREAS, the following bid listed below was received for this equipment: 
 

1) Weedoo Work Boats 

8020 Belvedere Rd 

West Palm Beach, FL 

Total Price: $110,852.50 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 
 

1) At the recommendation of the Borough Administrator and the Purchasing Agent, the 
Mayor and governing body hereby approves the purchase of an Aquatic Plant 
Harvester from Weedoo Work Boats, as the lowest responsive, responsible bidder. 

 

NOW FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, funds in an amount not to exceed $110,852.50 are 
available from the 2023 Capital Budget - Victor Crowell Lake. C-04-23-095-000-093. 
 

 

________________________________ 
Caroline Benson, CFO 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 47-2024  

 
AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY, LAW 

ENFORCEMENT SUPPORT OFFICE, 1033 PROGRAM TO ENABLE THE BOROUGH OF 
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MIDDLESEX TO REQUEST AND ACQUIRE EXCESS DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
EQUIPMENT  

 

WHEREAS, the United States Congress authorized the Defense Logistics Agency ("DLA") 
Law Enforcement Support Office ("LESO") 1033 Program (the "1033 Program") to make use 
of excess Department of Defense personal property by making that personal property 
available to municipal, county and State law enforcement agencies ("LEAs"); and 

WHEREAS, DLA rules mandate that all equipment acquired through the 1033 Program 
remain under the control of the requesting LEA; and 

WHEREAS, participation in the 1033 Program allows municipal and county law enforcement 
agencies to obtain property they might not otherwise be able to afford in order to enhance 
community preparedness, response, and resiliency; and 

WHEREAS, although property is provided through the 1033 Program at no cost to municipal 
and county law enforcement agencies, these entities are responsible for the costs 
associated with delivery, maintenance, fueling, and upkeep of the property, and for 
specialized training on the operation of any acquired property; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-30.2 requires that the governing body of the municipality or 
county approve, by a majority of the full membership, both enrollment in, and the acquisition 
of any property through, the 1033 Program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY Borough Council of the Borough of Middlesex, 
County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that the Borough of Middlesex Police Department 
is hereby authorized to enroll in the 1033 Program for a one-year period from January 1, 
2024 through December 31, 2024. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Middlesex Police Department is hereby authorized to 
acquire items of non-controlled property designated "DEMIL A," which may include office 
supplies, office furniture, computers, electronic equipment, generators, field packs, non-
military vehicles, clothing, traffic and transit signal systems, exercise equipment, storage 
devices and containers, tools, medical and first aid equipment and supplies, personal 
protection equipment  and supplies, lighting supplies, beds  and  sleeping  mats, wet  and 
cold weather equipment and supplies, respirators, binoculars, and any other supplies or 
equipment of a non-military nature identified by the Middlesex Police Department, if it shall 
become available within the period of time for which this Resolution authorizes, based on 
the needs of the Middlesex Police Department, without restriction; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Middlesex Police Department is hereby authorized to 
acquire the following "DEMIL B through Q" property, the description of which is attached 
hereto, if it shall become available within the period of time for which this Resolution 
authorizes; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Middlesex Police Department shall develop and 
implement a full training plan and policy for the maintenance and use of the acquired 
property; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Middlesex Police Department shall provide a 
quarterly accounting of all property obtained through the 1033 Program which shall be 
available to the public upon request; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately and shall be 
valid to authorize requests to acquire (1) "DEMIL A" property and (2) "DEMIL B through Q" 
property, both of which may be made available through the 1033 Program during the time 
period for which this Resolution authorizes, with program participation and all property 
request authorization terminating on December 3 1, 2024. 

 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 48-2024  

 
ACKNOWLEDGING THE CHANGE IN STATUS FOR CERTAIN PROPERTIES UNDER 

THE VETERAN TAX DEDUCTIONS BLOCK 272.02 LOT 2  
 

WHEREAS, per (N.J.S.A. 54:4-8.10 et seq.as amended by P.L. 2019 c.413; N.J.A.C. 18:27-
1.1 et seq.), certain Veterans were the owners of property in the Borough of Middlesex on or 
before October 1, 2023, and 
 

WHEREAS, said Veterans did file their claims for the Veteran deduction with the proper 
official of the Borough of Middlesex, Middlesex County, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor has allowed the following Veteran deduction(s) for the 2024 
tax year totaling $250.00. 
 

Name: Perlack, William 

Block/Lot: 272.02 / 2 

Amount: $250.00 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 49-2024  

 
APPOINTING DOUGLAS REX AS THE MAYOR'S REPRESENTATIVE AND STEVE 
GRECO AS THE GOVERNING BODY REPRESENTATIVE TO THE HOUSING AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE FOR 2024  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Middlesex to appoint a representative to the 
Middlesex County Housing & Community Development for the year 2024; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Middlesex is authorized to have a representative appointed to 
this Committee, one to be appointed by the Mayor and one to be appointed by the 
Governing Body; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor has appointed Douglas Rex as his Class I representative to the 
Housing and Community Development Committee for 2024; and 
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body has appointed Steve Greco as their representative to the 
HUD Committee. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey that: 
 

1. The Mayor hereby appoints Douglas Rex as the Class I representative and the 
Governing Body hereby appoints Steve Greco as its representative to the 
Middlesex County Housing & Community Development Committee for the year 
2024. 
 

2. The Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to send a letter to the Housing 
& Community Development Committee advising the Committee of names, 
addresses and telephone numbers of the two people who will be serving as 
representatives for the Borough of Middlesex to the Housing & Community 
Development Committee for 2024. 

 

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 50-2024  

 
AUTHORIZING THE TAX COLLECTOR TO ISSUE TAX TITLE LIEN REDEMPTION'S ON 

BLOCK 84, LOT 21.03  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 54:5-54, a lien has been redeemed by the owners or those 

persons having an interest, and the purchasers of said property are legally entitled to 

receive redemption funds in the following specific amounts, and; 

WHEREAS, the interest and payments on the following Tax Title Lien Redemptions were 

calculated for January 23, 2024, and; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to issue a 

check to the lien holder in the following amount(s): 

Date of Sale: 11/16/2023 

Block/Lot: 84 / 21.03 

Amount: $629.11 

Premium: $1,000.00 

Certificate: 22-00001 

Payable To: Pro Cap 8 FBO Firstrust Bank 

 P.O. Box 774 
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 Fort Washington, PA 19034-0774 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 51-2024  

 
AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASING AGENT TO SELL SURPLUS PERSONAL 

PROPERTY ON AN ONLINE AUCTION WEBSITE ENTITLED MUNICIBID.COM  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Middlesex Police Department has determined that the 
equipment listed below has been rendered obsolete, broken, and no longer serviceable or 
usable; 
 

1) 2001 Kustom Signals Inc. Speed Trailer 

NJ Reg-TVK47X 
VIN #1K9BS08161K118194 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Middlesex intends to utilize the online auction services of 
Municibid.com located at 2401 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA; and  
 
WHEREAS, the sales are being conducted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 and the 
guidance set forth in the Division of Local Government Services’ Local Finance Notice 2019-
15.  Sale dates to be determined; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Middlesex, County of 
Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that the Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to sell the 
surplus personal property as indicated below on an online auction website entitled 
Municibid.com, 2401 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Auction for items shall be for a total of ten (10) days 
and all fees are to be paid for by the buyer as per the terms and conditions of the agreement 
entered into between Municibid.com and the Borough of Middlesex and are available at 
Municibid.com and in the office of the Purchasing Agent. 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 52-2024  

 
APPROVING THE JIF MANDATED AMENDMENTS TO THE MIDDLESEX BOROUGH 

PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL  
 

WHEREAS, The Governing Body adopted the JIF Mandated Middlesex Borough Personnel 
Policies and Procedures Manual on November 23, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, This JIF Mandated Middlesex Borough Personnel Policies and Procedures 
Manual was last amended on June 29, 2023; and 
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WHEREAS, The Governing Body would like to amend Personnel Manual to include JIF 
Mandated revisions for the following items: 

· Section One, Page 8, 1.A Anti-Discrimination Policy, Page 33, 1.N. Access to 

Personnel Files 

 

· Section Two, Page 42, 2.B. Absenteeism and Tardiness Policy, Page 49, 2.I. 

Assigned Vehicles and Use of Borough Vehicles (Non-law Enforcement 

Policy), sub-section “Use of Employee Personnel Vehicle” 

 

· Section Three, page 83, 3.E. Sick Leave Policy, Page 91 & 92, 3.I. Family 

and Medical Leave Policy, sub-section “Family Temporary Disability 

 

· Section Four, page 100, 4.B. Overtime Compensation Policy 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex that the Middlesex Borough Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual be 
amended per JIF Mandated Revisions effective immediately to include the amendments and 
additions listed. 

 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 53-2024  

 
APPROVAL OF THE SEVEN (7) YEAR LEASE AGREEMENT WITH NCL 

GOVERNMENTAL CAPITAL FOR A SEWER JET VAC FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS  

 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works wishes to lease one (1) Sewer Jet Vac for 
seven (7) years in the amount of $267,824.32 (plus interest) through Sourcewell Contract# 
011620-NCL; 
 
WHEREAS, the purchase of goods and services by local contracting units is authorized by 
the Local Contracts Law, 40A:11-12; and  
 
WHEREAS, NCL Government Capital is under the Sourcewell Contract# 011620-NCL for 
Sewer Jet Vac; and  
 
WHEREAS, the lease agreement is for seven (7) years. Yearly Payment: $48,746.86 - first 
installment due 1/19/2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, after seven (7) years the Department of Public Works will own said equipment; 
and 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Middlesex, County of Middlesex and State of New Jersey that: 
 

1) The governing body hereby approves the seven (7) year Lease Agreement with NCL 
Governmental Capital under Sourcewell Contract# 011620-NCL for a Sewer Jet Vac 
for the Department of Public Works. 
 

2) The Governing Body authorizes the Mayor to sign the Lease Agreement in the 
amount of $267,824.32. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CFO hereby certifies that the funds in the amount of 
$48,746.86 are available in Account: C-04-22-062-000-092 (2022 Capital - Sewer Dept) has 
$36,000 and C-04-23-095-000-092 (2023 Capital - Sewer Dept) has $12,746.86 - the 
subsequent years will be appropriated in upcoming Capital budgets. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Caroline Benson, CFO 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 54-2024  

 
ACCEPTING THE RETIREMENT OF SHARON SMIGEL FROM THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT - RECORDS EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 2024  
 

The Mayor and Council hereby accept Sharon Smigel’s retirement effective February 1, 

2024 and authorize the Treasurer to pay the full allowance of $13,593.51, in accordance 

with the White Collar Union Contract, in the next regular Borough payroll of February 9, 

2024.  The benefits include the following: 

 

 

  21 Days Vacation Time   $ 4,531.17 

  42 Days Sick Time     $ 9,062.34 

   

   

  TOTAL      $ 13,593.51 

 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 55-2024  

 
REIMBURSEMENT OF DOG LICENSE FEES DUE TO INSUFFICIENT RABIES  

 

The Governing Body hereby approves the reimbursement fee for Dog License to Lauren 
Frisoli, 324 Cook Avenue, Middlesex, New Jersey in the amount of $10.00 and Melinda 
Callis, 612 Ashland Road in the amount of $13.00 for insufficient Rabies. 
 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 56-2024  

 
APPROVAL OF THE MIDDLESEX BOROUGH EMERGENCY ACTION & FIRE 

PREVENTION PLAN  
 

The Governing Body hereby accepts the Middlesex Borough Emergency Action & Fire 
Prevention Plan. 
 

 

NON-CONSENT AGENDA/RESOLUTIONS 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 57-2024  

 
PAY ALL CLAIMS  

 

THE DISBURSING OFFICERS BE AND THEY ARE HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO PAY THE 
ATTACHED CLAIM LIST AS PRESENTED, IF FOUND CORRECT, AND APPROVED BY 
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.  EXCLUDED VOUCHERS MAY BE PAID UPON BEING 
FOUND ACCEPTABLE.  
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 

AGENDA WORKSHOP ITEM 

1. Heather Lane Property Erosion 

Heather Lane Property Erosion - The wet weather has held up this project at this time.  The 
Superintendent of Public Works did report that 50% of the cement block has been delivered and 
anticipates the rest of the block by next week. 
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2. Renaming of the 2 Projects Sites - 302 Union Avenue & Sampling Plant Property 

Renaming of 2 Project Sites - 302 Union Avenue & Sampling Plant Property - A recommendation was 
made by Councilman Rex to rename 302 Union Avenue (the former Foreign Express Site) the Victor 
Crowell Annex and the Sampling Plant Property the Mountain Avenue Facility.  A consensus of Council 
was obtained to rename these properties, and a resolution will be put on the February 13, 2024 Council 
Meeting. 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR ON AGENDA WORKSHOP ITEMS 

Mayor Mikolajczyk opened the Privilege of the Floor on Agenda Workshop Items for anyone wishing to 
comment. 
 
Dave Polakiewicz, 240 Hazelwood Avenue, asked if the Borough had officially taken ownership of the 
Sampling Plant Site yet. 
 
Seeing that there were no further comments, Mayor Mikolajczyk closed the Privilege of the Floor on Agenda 
Workshop Items.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Borough Clerk Linda Chismar read the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Middlesex that: 

 
RESOLUTION 58-2024  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a Public Body to go into closed session during a 
Public Meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Middlesex has deemed it necessary to 
go into closed session to discuss certain matters which are exempted from the Public 
including Real Estate - 1190 Mountain Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, the regular meeting of this Governing Body will reconvene.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Middlesex will go into closed session for the following reason listed below as outlined in 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 and the minutes will be kept, and once the matter involving the 
confidentiality of the items no longer require confidentiality, the minutes can be made public. 
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Michael Conahan, Council President 

SECONDER: Robert Dessino, Councilman 

AYES: Conahan, Carnes, Dessino, Dotey, Quinn, Rex 

 Real Estate - 1190 Mountain Avenue 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
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The next Regular Meeting will be February 13, 2024 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
Linda Chismar, RMC 
Borough Clerk 


